
A YEAR IN THE         

PARK 
2018-2019 has been a very busy year for the Friends of Rowntree Park.  

We became a charity, ran lots of events (including helping other 

charities with their events), worked toward new uses of the flat above 

the café, trained our very own Forest School Leader and much more.  

What do the Friends do? 

The Friends work to promote the well-being of the Park and its users. 

The Friends comprise a core group of regular volunteers and a much 

larger network of supporters. We are pleased with our successes, but 

there are challenges. In particular, council budget cuts have had a 

significant impact and as a result, there is no longer a dedicated 

professional workforce to maintain the park on a day-to-day basis; the 

Friends are doing their best to help. 

 
 Implement new and improved volunteer management systems 

 Increase volunteer gardener numbers to help support the 

maintenance of the park 

 Seek alternative uses for the flat  

 Work more sustainably by doing our own propagation 

 Look for further ‘art in the park’ opportunities 

 Look for further funding to improve the park 

 Update the basketball court and skate park 

 Continued deterrence of geese within the park 

 Ensure that the wildlife within the park is well looked after 

 Continue to run events for young people 

 Improve the Friends website 

 Work to become a great charity! 

PLANS FOR THE YEAR AHEAD……….. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Thanks largely to our social media presence, membership has increased greatly 
over the last 2 years. Membership is now at 550 households/families. 

Membership remains at £5 per household, per year. Visit rowntreepark.org.uk or 
e-mail membership@rowntreepark.org.uk for more details. 

CALL TO ACTION - THE PARK NEEDS YOU!  

The Friends are always looking for individuals or groups willing to spare 

some time to support our work. Whether you’d like to do gardening, 

organise an event or have some other ideas, do get in touch. Please note, 

2021 sees the 100th birthday of the park and we’re looking for ideas to 

celebrate this! Any ideas or offers of help welcomed.  

We aim to keep the ‘What’s On’ listing on rowntreepark.org.uk up to date, as far as 

possible. If you want to publicise an event which is due to take place in the Park, please 

contact us, using Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, via our website or by emailing 

info@rowntreepark.org.uk 



VOLUNTEER GARDENING 

The Friends now look after several areas within the park; the two fenced small 

gardens, the lodge garden, the labyrinth and the main borders. The regular 

volunteer gardeners group meet every Tuesday morning, doing a fantastic job -- 

and we are thankful to all of them!  We have also secured some funding to set 

up systems to help us induct, manage and retain our wonderful volunteers.  

If you can help, please do get in touch via gardening@rowntreepark.org.uk  

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES IN THE PARK 

Our very own trained forest school leader, Christine, now runs monthly forest 

school activities for 0-5-year olds and 6+ year olds. There are also weekly pre-

school forest school sessions for 2-5 year olds. These involve den building, 

foraging, fire lighting, woodland crafts and much more. Knavesmire school 

Reception children have enjoyed having forest school in Rowntree Park 

throughout the year. 

Additional activities ran in school holidays including an Easter Egg Hunt, evening 

bat watch, Halloween crafts, history project, wildlife day, Scarecrow trail and 

doodling workshops. Search for Young Friends of Rowntree Park on Facebook for 

more details or contact Christine on youngfriends@rowntreepark.org.uk 

ADULT CRAFTING GROUP  

This group was established in 2018 to create poppies for our memorial project, 

commemorating the 100th year since the end of World War One. 

The group continues to meet each Monday afternoon making fabulous creations 

for the park and beyond.  

What have the Friends been up to? 
PLAY AREA UPDATE 

The play park received significant funding from York City Council.  A public 

consultation exercise on the best use of this funding resulted in a new 

roundabout, zip wire and obstacle course. We will continue to look for further 

funding to further improve the play area.   

MUSIC IN THE PARK 

Caroline Lewis, our volunteer music coordinator, yet again did a fantastic job in 

bringing free music to the park every weekend throughout the summer.  

ART IN THE PARK 

The Friends organise a rolling art display in the café, exhibiting local artists’ 

work. In addition this year Mr Dills, a local artist, ran doodling workshops and 

Gerard Hobson’s King of the Birds trail has been reinstated.  

OTHER  ACTIVITIES 

 Creating a mown labyrinth, with York Bike Belles 

 Scarecrow trail in and around the park 

 Sponsoring Hippystitch’s yarn storm installation 

 Christmas Wreath making  

 Feeding the (small) birds/trialing goose deterrent techniques  

 In addition, we worked with outside providers such as Move the Masses, 
Eborienteers and York Pilates to bring healthy and fun events to the park. 

BEHIND THE SCENES  

And behind the scenes, a dedicated committee spends many hundreds of hours 

each year, ensuring that all this activity runs smoothly. This has also involved 

liaising with York Council about the park-keeper’s flat, liaising with the 

Environment Agency about the closure of Terry Avenue. 

ALL PROCEEDS MADE THROUGH OUR ACTIVITIES AND MEMBERSHIP GO BACK INTO 

THE PARK - PURCHASING PLANTS, BIRD FOOD, FOREST SCHOOL EQUIPMENT ETC. 
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